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T hank you for joining us at the at the place 

where 1000 Friends of Iowa began—the 

Griffieon Family Farm. Beautiful as the farm 

is—the view has changed, and continues to 

change, dramatically. 

Statistics released by the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture show that over the past 25 years, 

Iowa has lost more than 1,500 square miles of 

land in farms. Several trends have accelerated 

the change of our rural landscape. 

 

Policy  makers in Iowa must begin to address 

these changing land uses and devise ways to 

mitigate the impacts on our agricultural econ-

omy and way of life.  

 

1000 Friends of Iowa educates policy makers 

and advocates for smart planning.  While we 

can’t turn back the clock and restore the farm-

land lost, we can work to protect farmland and 

natural areas, revitalize our towns and main 

streets, promote solutions to existing sprawl 

and alternatives to sprawling development—

improving quality life for future generations. 

 

Tonight we have an opportunity to chat about 

these land use issues and discuss solutions. I 

invite you to share your  ideas, observations, 

and concerns about land use in Iowa, and help 

us focus on solutions in the year to come.  

 

Please take a moment and thank our gracious 

hosts, the Griffieons, for welcoming us to 

their farm, and providing a wonderful meal.  

 

I look forward to talking with each of you. 

 

John Morrissey 

Board President 

Above: Griffieon Family Farm, 2000 
 

Below: Griffieon Family Farm, 2013 

Message from the Board President 

Seeking Applicants to Board of Directors  
 

1000 Friends of Iowa is looking for talented people to join our Board of Directors. If you, or 

someone you know, would like to apply visit www.1000friendsofiowa.org to learn more about 

serving on our board of directors, download the Board of Directors Application Packet and in-

structions on how to apply. We welcome your application, and look forward to hearing from 

you! 
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Issue Focus/Citizen Empowerment: 
1000 Friends worked to educate and advise 

citizens on land use issues in their communi-

ties and the best way to advocate for responsi-

ble land use. We continued to promote alter-

native transportation options and encourage 

greater citizen input into transportation plan-

ning.  
 

Farma-Save Signs: Popular as ever—our 

Farma-Save signs continue to get people 

thinking about one or more aspects of land 

use, and inspire action. Board president, John 

Morrissey, delivered and, with the property 

owners, installed a set on Newport Road just 

west of Highway 1 in Iowa City. Email 

kfoi@1000friendsofiowa.org for more infor-

mation about hosting a set!  

Outreach: 1000 Friends takes advantage of 

monthly news stories in print and radio 

through the Iowa News Service. We partici-

pated in conventions and meetings throughout 

the state, and when possible—set up exhibits. 

We provided latest news, events, updates, 

publications and resources through our web-

site, emails, newsletter, printed material and 

social media.  

The Griffieon Family Farm continued to wel-

come students and provide them with hands 

on experience of a working farm.  

 

1000 Friends board members and volunteers 

formed a committee to develop a land use cur-

riculum for use in conjunction with farm 

tours.  

 

Buy Local: 1000 Friends staff and volun-

teers distributed Buy Local posters as they 

traveled throughout the state. While the im-

pact of our specific Buy Local poster is un-

known, the Buy Local movement continues to 

gain momentum and strength. Email 

kfoi@1000friendsofiowa.org to request Buy 

Local posters and we’ll drop them in the mail, 

or if we’re going to be in your area, a repre-

sentative will deliver them personally! 

 

Best Development Awards: The awards 

showcased many worthy projects highlighting 

successes in redevelopment, historic preserva-

tion, smart planning and sustainable practices.  

We encourage you to nominate local projects 

for a 2014 Best Development Award! Email 

awards@1000friendsofiowa.org with any 

questions and to submit your nomination. 

2013-2014 Activity Report 

Above: Raising Arrows Homeschool Co-op students 

fascinated by the Griffieon Family Farm chickens.  

Above: Installation of a Farma-Save set in Iowa City. 
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Board of Directors 
 

John Morrissey, President  Des Moines 

Laurie Belin, Vice President Windsor Heights 

Donna Taylor, Secretary Des Moines 

LaVon Griffieon, Treasurer Ankeny 

Doug Adamson   Des Moines 

Dale McKinney   Sioux City 

Mary Brubaker   Des Moines 

Elizabeth Holland  Chicago 

Ed Cox    Des Moines 

Drake Larsen   Ames 

Stacey Long   Windsor Heights 

 

Advisory Council 
 

Gordon Mills   Dubuque 

Ed Fallon   Des Moines 

David Hurd   Des Moines 

Stu Huntington   Ames 

Fred Kirschenmann  Ames 

Lee Kline   Des Moines 

Andy McKean   Anamosa 

Jon Muller   Des Moines 

Jay Howe   Greenfield 

 

2013 Staff   
 

Crystal Leto 

Financial Report 
 
As of December 31, 2013 
 
ASSETS  

   

Current Assets  

    Checking/Savings  

 1000 • MetaBank   $58,227.06 

    Total Checking/Savings   $58,227.06 

 

    Other Current Assets  

 1200 • Undeposited Funds  $    250.00 

    Total Other Current Assets  $    250.00 

  

Total Current Assets   $58,447.06 

 

TOTAL ASSETS   

 $58,447.06 

 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY  

 

Current Liabilities  

 2400 • Payroll Liabilities  $    360.28 

    Total Current Liabilities   $    360.28 

 

Total Liabilities    $    360.28 

 
Equity    

 3000 • Opening Bal Equity 

 $36,015.68 

 3200 • Unrestricted Net Assets $ 8,720.59 

 Net Income   

 $13,380.51 

    Total Equity    $58,116.78 

 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $58,447.06 

Thank You! 
 

Members, Donors and Volunteers: 1000 Friends of Iowa is member supported and could not 

operate without the financial generosity of our members. The financial contributions of our do-

nors makes our work possible. The passion of our volunteers is exhibited in their willingness to 

donate their time, talent and energy to the mission. We would like to think everyone who has 

contributed to our mission.  

 

Acknowledgements: 1000 Friends of Iowa appreciates the generous contribution of office 

space from the Merle Hay Mall Corporation, arranged by 1000 Friends of Iowa Board Member 

Elizabeth Holland. 


